Why Obama, Not Clinton?

Here are some of the reasons Barack Obama, not Hillary Clinton, is the change America needs.
Democracy
1. In Iowa, the Hillary Clinton campaign actively worked to suppress the votes of Iowa students. 

2. In New Hampshire, the Hillary Clinton campaign harassed “get-out-the-vote” workers at the polls to hinder their efforts. 

3. In Nevada, the Hillary Clinton campaign’s supporters filed a lawsuit that aimed to suppress the vote of culinary union members. 

1. In Nevada, the Hillary Clinton campaign shut the doors on caucus-goers 30 minutes earlier than the official rules stated. Caucus-goers were not allowed to participate. 

2. The Clinton campaign announced that they would go after Barack Obama’s pledged Democratic delegates (the delegates he won in the primaries and caucuses) if the nomination went to the convention. In other words, if you voted or caucused for Obama, your vote may not count. After public outrage, the Clinton campaign backtracked. 

3. It is a sad day when America becomes dominated by two political families–the Bush family and the Clintons. America should be a democracy, not a dynasty. 

Economic Concerns
1. In 1998, Hillary Clinton praised NAFTA, the bill President Bill Clinton signed into law. Now she opposes it. Barack Obama opposed it. NAFTA has been devastating to rural America. 

2. Hillary Clinton has gone to other countries and proclaimed that “outsourcing will continue.” However, in front of American audiences she tempers this and talks about the problems with outsourcing American jobs. Why isn’t she saying the same things in both places? 

3. Hillary Clinton misled an Iowa voter about her position on social security. The voter is still unsure where she stands. 

4. Hillary Clinton argued that Americans who make over $97,000 per year are the middle-class. 

5. The Washington Post gave Barack Obama an A- for his economic stimulus plan and gave Hillary Clinton a C+. 

Electability
1. The polls consistently show that Barack Obama does better against John McCain than does Hillary Clinton. 

The Environment
1. The League of Conservation Voters gave Barack Obama a higher score on his environmental voting record than all the other Democratic nominees. 

Ethics and Lobbyists Reform
1. Barack Obama has a superior record to Hillary Clinton on confronting lobbyists and special interests. 

2. Barack Obama does not take federal PAC or federal lobbyist funding 

3. for his Presidential campaign, while Hillary Clinton does. In fact, Hillary Clinton said, “Lobbyists represent real Americans.” 

4. Barack Obama has released his personal income tax returns to the public for scrutiny, while Hillary Clinton has not. 

5. Hillary Clinton uses more earmarks and pork spending than any other Democratic nominee or Republican nominee. 

6. Barack Obama agreed to take public financing for the general election if the Republican nominee will do the same. Hillary Clinton has not agreed to this. 

7. Barack Obama passed
1. the toughest ethics reform legislation in the U.S. Senate since Watergate, while Hillary has not passed a bill yet of this magnitude. 

2. The majority of Barack Obama’s campaign funding comes from small donors, while the majority of Clinton’s comes from large donors. 

3. Barack Obama was the leader in revealing to the public all of his federal earmark requests, while Hillary Clinton was not. 

Experience
1. Barack Obama has both sufficient experience and a record of good judgment. 

2. Barack Obama will have held elected office for 12 years before becoming President. Hillary Clinton will only have held office for 8 years. 

3. While Clinton claims experience from her husband’s presidency, she will not release her White House papers to let us know specifically what that experience is. 

4. She cited her experience as the reason she voted to go to Iraq, so that nullified her experience argument. 

5. Even Bill Clinton said when people criticized him for being inexperienced in the 1990s that, “The same old experience is not relevant.” 

6. Barack Obama will be older than Bill Clinton, Teddy Roosevelt, and John F. Kennedy were before they took the presidency. He can’t help that he takes care of himself and ages well. 

7. As John Kerry argues, Barack Obama has more legislative experience than either Hillary Clinton or John Edwards. 

8. Barack Obama has passed more progressive legislation in his lifetime than Hillary Clinton. As an Illinois Senator he passed over 200 of the bills he wrote. These bills include: 

1. A bill that expanded healthcare to over 100,000 people in Illinois. 

2. A bill that set up community health centers to serve underserved populations. 

3. A bill that provided the earned income tax credit to thousands of Illinois families. 

4. A bill that reformed the death penalty that had sent innocent people to death row 

5. A bill that banned gifts and meals from lobbyists. 

6. And much more. 

9. While Hillary Clinton has spent more time in the U.S. Senate, Barack Obama has gotten more substantive legislation that affects the American people passed while he’s been there. Many of Clinton’s bills were about naming post offices and buildings. However, Obama’s legislation includes: 

1. A bill with Senator Richard Lugar which bans the development of nuclear weapons. 

2. A bill that created a public database where average Americans can see how the government is spending their money. 

3. A bill that provided important assistance to address the situation in the Congo. 

4. A bill that Nancy Pelosi calls “one of the toughest ethics reform” bills in this history of the Congress. 

Foreign Policy
1. Hillary Clinton voted for the Iraq War, while Barack Obama opposed the war from the start. 

2. Hillary Clinton did not read the National Intelligence Estimate report before voting to send troops to Iraq. 

3. Barack Obama agrees that America should talk to countries that are our foes, while Hillary Clinton takes issue with his position. 

4. Barack Obama understands the basic facts about Pakistan’s electoral system better than Hillary Clinton. 

5. While Barack Obama has proposed a detailed foreign policy plan, Hillary Clinton has not provided Obama’s level of detail. 

6. Hillary Clinton’s current foreign policy advisers were largely supportive of the war in Iraq. Obama’s current foreign policy advisers are more “forward thinking” and generally did not support the war. We need people advising our president who have good judgment on foreign policy, not people who carry the old conventional wisdom. 

Health Care
1. Hillary Clinton should be applauded for her work trying to get health care passed during the 1990s. However, Obama should be applauded as well for his eight-years of writing health care legislation and getting it signed into law at the state level. Obama has a lesser known, but impressive record of getting results on health care. 

Homeland Security
1. CIA Officials agree more with Barack Obama’s approach to finding Osama Bin Laden than with Hillary Clinton’s. 

2. Hillary Clinton’s assessment of our America’s homeland security status contradicts the assessment offered by national intelligence agencies. 

Human Rights
1. Hillary Clinton was the last Democrat to support the torture pledge. 

2. Hillary flip-flopped on the issue of whether America should use nuclear weapons. 

3. Obama voted to ban the use of cluster bombs in civilian areas.  Hillary Clinton voted against the ban. Cluster bombs have a high failure rate and are often mistaken by children for toys. They are indiscriminate and result in thousands of civilian deaths. 

Judicial System
1. Hillary Clinton attacked Barack Obama for his position on mandatory minimum sentencing behind-the-scenes, while she touted her support for it in front of minority audiences. 

2. Hillary Clinton was the only Democratic nominee to oppose retroactivity for mandatory minimum sentencing. All the other Democrats supported it. Even George Bush and the Supreme Court supported it. 

3. While Hillary Clinton is opposed to retroactivity for crimes of poor people, she does not hold this standard for crimes of the rich. 

Lying 
1. News reporters have shown that Bill Clinton lied to voters about being opposed to the Iraq War from the start. The reporters have video of the Clintons expressing support for Bush’s actions back in 2002. 

2. While Hillary Clinton gives traditional Washington non-answers to questions, Barack Obama has been praised by commentators for telling the truth. 

3. All the Democrats made a pledge not to campaign in Florida or Michigan because the two states broke Democratic rules by moving their primaries ahead of other states. While Obama and Edwards abided by the rules and took their names off the Michigan ballot, Clinton kept her name on the ballot. Right before the Florida primary, Clinton started working to get the Florida delegates counted even though she agreed not to do so at the beginning of the primary season. If she cannot keep her promises during the campaign season, how will she keep her promises as President? 

Poverty
1. Hillary Clinton has the weakest formal platform of the top three Democratic nominees on addressing urban poverty. 

2. Barack Obama has gotten more anti-poverty legislation signed into law in his lifetime than Hillary Clinton has. He passed numerous bills during his work in Illinois. 

Technological Innovation
1. TechPresiden

 HYPERLINK "http://www.techpresident.com/blog/entry/13521/who_will_be_america_s_first_techpresident_grading_the_democrats" \t "_blank" t rated Barack Obama’s technology platform as superior to Hillary Clinton’s. 

Women’s Rights
1. In New Hampshire, the Hillary Clinton campaign misled female state senators to sign a letter attacking Senator Barack Obama’s women’s rights record. After the New Hampshire primary, the senators apologized for misleading people about his record and took issue with the Clinton campaign’s practices. This incident left great division among women’s rights activists in New Hampshire. 

2. When women’s rights came under attack in South Dakota, women’s rights activists asked all the senators in Congress to write a letter and help fundraise on their behalf. Barack Obama was the only Senator who wrote a letter and fundraised on their behalf. Hillary Clinton did not. 

3. Hillary Clinton also tried to mislead voters about Barack Obama’s commitment to helping victims of sexual abuse, an issue on which he has been a strong advocate. 

